4.29. Chapter 29: Customs union

Good progress has been made on customs legislation. Amendments to the Customs Code introduced risk criteria for the control of customs declarations and the status of authorized economic operator (AEO). The amended Law on administrative fees abolished or reduced the level of customs-related fees, but some fees not in line with the acquis still remain in force.

Moreover, the customs authorities are no longer responsible for checking the labelling and technical specifications of goods, thus reducing waiting times at border crossings. The 2008 customs tariff was adopted, taking into account the obligations stemming from the SAA and the changes in the EU Combined Nomenclature. Tariff quotas are now allotted on a "first come, first served" principle, which is in line with the acquis. The legislation in the area of transit has yet to be aligned. The Law on technological-industrial development zones has been amended with the aim of aligning it with the acquis. However, some of its provisions still need to be amended in order to achieve full alignment. In October 2007, the customs administration took over court powers for misdemeanour proceedings, in order to ensure faster, more efficient settlement. Preparations in this area are advanced.

Significant progress has been made in the area of administrative and operational capacity.

By May 2008, the customs administration had recruited 140 new staff. As a result of the strategy for professional advancement, employees benefited from a large number of training activities, including induction training for new employees. The four mobile scanners purchased in 2007 were put into service. In preparation for setting up a "single-window" system at border crossings, an IT system for issuing authorisations and transit records has been developed. However, a comprehensive IT strategy and a strategy for interconnectivity with the Community IT systems have yet to be developed. Adoption of the single administrative document has not been addressed.

The customs administration continued implementing its strategy on integrity and combating corruption. The toll-free anti-corruption hotline was very successful. A total of 77 disciplinary procedures against customs officers were completed (compared with 10 in 2006), of which 40 resulted in dismissals, 14 in suspensions and 23 in fines. Significant results were achieved in combating cross-border crime and trade in counterfeit goods. The country was granted observer status on the EFTA committees for the Convention on common transit and on simplification of formalities in trade in goods. Cooperation was enhanced with a number of

State institutions and also with trading and freight forwarding companies, by signing memoranda of understanding on integrated border management. The revenue collected by the customs administration continued to increase significantly.

The customs administration started to participate in the Customs 2013 programme.

Conclusion

Substantial progress has been made in this chapter, both as regards legislative alignment and administrative capacity. Revenue collection has increased substantially and good results have been achieved in combating cross-border crime, including infringements of intellectual property rights. The customs legislation is well aligned with the acquis, but still has to be further harmonised. Administrative and operational capacity has improved significantly and the fight against corruption has led to tangible results.
